
SPEAKER BIOS 

Christina Lambert – City Commissioner
City of West Palm Beach

Tinu Peña, PMP, LEED AP – Capital Improvement 
Plan Manager, City of West Palm Beach

Talia Garcia, P.E. — Utilities Engineering Manager
City of Boca Raton

Verdenia Baker – County Administrator
Palm Beach County 

MODERATOR

A natural problem solver, Christina brings energy and 
innovative ideas to address local needs. 

Christina is a Productivity Strategist where she works with 
local CEOs and business professionals on improving their 

Christina’s background in bridging government and the 

As Palm Beach County Administrator, Verdenia Baker 
is responsible for carrying out the policies of the Palm 
Beach County Board of County Commissioners. A 
certified financial manager, Verdenia manages the 
daily operation of county government, which includes 
more than 6,300 employees and an annual budget of 
approximately $4.4 billion. Palm Beach County is one 
of the few counties in the nation with AAA general 

Talia is a Licensed professional engineer in Florida with 
over 10 years experience and is fully trilingual in English, 
Spanish and French. She is highly proficient with 
AutoCAD, GIS, SewerCAD, MS Project, Primavera, 
RISA-3D and Microsoft O�ce. She has designed 
temporary crane trestles, highway bridges and quay 
walls for local and international projects as well as water 
distribution systems, sanitary gravity systems, lift stations 
and transmission force mains for several neighborhoods 
in the Tri-County area. In addition, she approves, reviews, 
and inspects materials and completed phases of work in 
connection with any public or private utility, structure, 
building, equipment, process, work, or project as a final 
authority.

Tinu Peña is the first African American female to hold 
the position of capital improvement plan (CIP) 
manager in the city of West Palm Beach. Having over 
16 years of experience in engineering design and 
project management, as the CIP manager, Tinu, an 
accredited LEED AP and Certified Project Manager 
Professional, is responsible for the oversight of the City 

local community through public-private partnerships has helped her make a 
positive impact in the lives of the families and communities she has been a 
part of.

Christina has been a member of numerous community organizations such as 
Leadership Florida, Leadership PBC, Economic Council of Palm Beach, Business 
Development Board, Chamber of Commerce of the Palm Beaches, Forum Club, 
Economic Forum, SunFest, Nonprofits First, 211 Crisis Line of the Palm Beaches & 
Treasure Coast, Grassy Waters Conservancy and the West Palm 100.

Christina is frequent guest lecturer and speaker at local schools and 
universities, Chambers of Commerce and media outlets to discuss leadership 
initiatives and policies.

of West Palm Beach Capital Improvement Program and its 
interdepartmental coordination on both the fiscal and planning sides.  
She oversees daily, the management of the City’s capital projects, which 
includes Transportation, CRA, Public Utilities and Department’s capital 
projects totaling over 200 million dollars. In her role, she works closely with 
the Director of Engineering, Finance, City Tra�c Engineer, Public Utilities 
Engineer, Engineering Manager and the city’s project managers to meet 
the infrastructure needs of over 100,000 residents in the City.

Tinu’s present and past community, non-profit organizations and 
professional involvements include, Member of Solid Waste Authority & 
Transportation Planning Agency Citizen Advisory Committee, Board 
Member of PBC Commission on Women, Former Commissioner of PBC 
Zoning Commission, District 6, Former Commissioner of Royal Palm Beach 
Planning & Zoning  Board Commission, Board Member, National 
Association of Black Women in Construction, Leadership Advisory Council 
Member of  Place of Hope, Founder of Banwo Foundation, Vice President 
of Paragon of Florida, Member of Board of Director of Global African 
Business Association, Former Board Member of YWCA, Former Vice 
President & Former Professional Development Chair of Urban League 
Young Professionals of Palm Beach County, Advisory Board Member and 
Former President of National Society pf Black Engineers – Palm Beach 
Professionals, Former Member & Former Community Outreach Chair 
Florida Engineering Society, Former Member of American Society  of Civil 
Engineers, Former Vice President of Outreach of Society of Women 
Engineers of SFL and Alumni of Leadership Palm Beach County and New 
Leaders Council of Palm Beach. 
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obligation bond ratings from all three of the major rating agencies and 
most recently received a AAA revenue bond rating from Standard & Poor's. 
Verdenia serves a county population of more than 1.4 million residents.  

Verdenia began her career with Palm Beach County in 1987 as a budget 
analyst. She was promoted to impact fee coordinator and eventually 
became a division director with the Financial Management Department. 
Verdenia's experience in financial management was a prelude to her 
promotion to assistant county administrator and, within a year, to deputy 
county administrator. She served in that capacity for 15 years before being 
selected county administrator by the Board of County Commissioners in 
2015.

Verdenia collaborates daily with representatives of other jurisdictions, 
developers, private industry, and civic and community organizations on 
issues of interest pertaining to county business. She represents the county 
on public and private regional initiatives including but not limited to the 
Boca Bowl, the 2001 and 2007 Super Bowls, and the third presidential 
debate in 2012. Fiduciary responsibilities remain on the top of her agenda 
as she reviews and approves departmental and agency budgets before 
passing them on to the Board of County Commissioners for approval.
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Julie Parham, P.E.
Assistant Water Utilities Director 
City of Lake Worth

Tonya Davis Johnson
Director PBC Small Business Assistance 
District 3 Councilwoman, City of Riviera Beach

Elected to the City Council on March 29, 2016, Tonya Davis 
Johnson is a political newcomer with 29 years of governmental 
experience.  She is a native Floridian and 8 year resident and 
member of the Riviera Beach Heights neighborhood.  
Councilwoman Davis Johnson is honored to have been elected to 
serve as the District 3 representative and even more honored to 
serve the citizens of Riviera Beach.

Julie Parham is currently the Assistant Director of 
Water Utilities for the City of Lake Worth, which 
serves water, wastewater and stormwater to the 
City. She has worked for the City for 3 years. Prior to 
that Julie worked for a consulting engineering firm 
on water treatment and water resource projects. 

Tanya McConnell, P.E.
Deputy County Engineer
Palm Beach County

With over 32 years of experience working for Palm 
Beach County, Tanya N. McConnell, P.E. currently 
serves as Palm Beach County's Deputy County 
Engineer.  She is responsible for the day to day 
operations of the Engineering Department.  

Amanda Z. Barnes, P.E.
Assistant Director of Utilities
Town of Jupiter

Amanda is the Assistant Director of Utilities for the Town 
of Jupiter where she has been employed for the last 13.5 
years. Amanda assists in long and short term planning, 
directing, and coordinating activities of the Town’s 
Water and Stormwater Utilities and is responsible for the 
day to day management of the Utilities' Capital 
Improvement Program.  Under her leadership, the Town 
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She is committed to economic development, a�ordable housing, 
community, education, crime reduction and small business creation, 
retention and expansion.  As your District 3 Councilwoman, she believes 
that “Together We Can” be the change we wish to see and “Together We 
Can” experience the best that is Riviera Beach. She will listen to your 
concerns and represent your interests at City Hall.

Ms. Davis Johnson is the Director of the Palm Beach County’s O�ce of 
Small Business Assistance (OSBA), which exists to promote the economic 
growth, expansion, and increased productivity of small business 
enterprises in Palm Beach County.

She currently serves as: a member of the Board of Directors for Girls II 
Women, a non-profit that creates social and educational opportunities 
for underserved girls in Riviera Beach, West Palm Beach, and Belle Glade; 
2nd Vice President for the South Florida Chapter of the National Forum 
for Black Public Administrators and now serves as a member of the Board 
of Directors for the National Forum for Black Public Administrators.   She is 
a member of Mount Calvary Baptist Church in West Palm Beach. 
Councilwoman Davis Johnson is a graduate of Palm Beach Atlantic 
University, where she earned a bachelor’s degree in organizational 
management, with a minor in entrepreneurship, and a master’s degree in 
organizational leadership. 

She is married; the mother of two daughters and proud MeMaw to 
Brookelyn Meshelle

She earned her Bachelors of Engineering degree in civil 
engineering from Vanderbilt University with a minor in engineering 
management. Julie has served on the board of the Palm Beach 
Branch of ASCE, is a Leadership Palm Beach County alumni, and is 
a member of the Junior League of Boca Raton.

has completed construction of a 14.5 MGD state of the art nanofiltra-
tion (NF) facility, a 1.7 MGD expansion to the 12.0 MGD reverse osmosis 
(RO) treatment facility, renewal and replacement of various water 
plant facilities including drinking water supply wells, raw water 
transmission systems, pretreatment facilities, membrane plant 
processes, post treatment processes, high service pumping facilities, 
emergency power generator facilities, water distribution improvement 
projects, stormwater pump stations and more.  Prior to joining the 
Town, Amanda worked for a consulting hydrogeologist in Jupiter, and 
an engineering consulting firm in WPB. Raised in Miami, Florida 
Amanda earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering 
from the University of Miami and a Master of Engineering degree from 
the University of Florida.  She is a registered Professional Engineer in 
the State of Florida.  She currently serves on the Southeast Desalting 
Association (SEDA) Board of Directors. She is also a member of the 
American Membrane Technology Association (AMTA) and American 
Water Works Association (AWWA).  

Coming Soon: Women in Government
Broward County & Miami-Dade County


